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Bedfordshire County Council, with
support from the European Social
Fund, is sponsoring Oakdene Hollins
Ltd to promote technology transfer
between universities and
Bedfordshire companies.

As co-ordinators of national R&D
programmes such as the £20m
Sustainable Technologies Initiative,
Oakdene Hollins has extensive
contacts with academic researchers
and innovative industrialists
throughout the UK.
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Oakdene Hollins puts
Its network into action

Last year Oakdene Hollins Ltd enabled manufacturers in
Bedfordshire to get access to help with technology transfer,
collaborative research, and product or service development
strategy. We will continue to offer this service in confidence
and for FREE, courtesy of Bedfordshire County Council and
the European Social Fund, but this year we will be focussing
on engineering business employing fewer than 250 people.

Your business may want to consider

- are there technologies you can license in to give new product ranges?

- can you access research and development to create new opportunities?

- can you add services to the products you sell to improve profitability?

We are already working in novel adhesion promoters for composites, new ways of making
metal powders, and remanufacturing and other ways of offering services rather than products.
This is not an exhaustive list! Contact us to find out whether we can help your business.

BHR Solutions’ development news

BHR Group, based in Cranfield, provides independent research and consultancy services in fluid engineering
and process technology to a wide range of markets world-wide. BHR Solutions is its core unit.

Optimising the heating cycle of industrial kilns to reduce Carbon emissions (Timbertherm’)
Many timber heat treatment kilns use more energy than necessary because the heat transfer properties of
individual loads are ignored. BHR Group and Forestry Research are developing a methodology to predict the
optimum heating conditions for a kiln and its load. By understanding the thermal diffusivity of timber (a
function of tree species, dimensions, densities, initial timber temperatures, moisture etc) they are producing
a modelling tool that calculates the rate of heat transfer through timber of different sizes in a kiln. It will
optimise the operation of industrial kilns and can produce a record of the calculation and heat profile as a
certificate of effective pest control.

New Technology Roadmap for immobilised catalysts

Sustainable manufacturing is the main market driver for immobilisation in catalysis, which enables catalysts
and reagents to be recovered and reused while facilitating their separation from the product. BHR has
prepared aTechnology Roadmap that presents a long-term vision for the development of catalysts immobilised
on supports to enable reuse. The roadmap envisages a 10-year research programme on catalyst immobilisation,
structure and activity. It describes industry-led interdisciplinary research covering life sciences, materials
science and surface chemistry, while recognising related applications in tissue engineering, the controlled
release of active agents and (bio)sensors, etc. A new academic network - IMMONET - will take this work
forward as BHR work on a new Catalysis roadmap focussed on the processing of renewable (green) feedstocks.

Do you want to make your product biodegradable?

If so, you could consider two new sources of funds aimed at alternative uses for agricultural produce. The
Industrial Uses of Crops programme from Defra and the NNFCC, and the HGCA Enterprise Awards, are
looking for new products and markets to stimulate the demand for agricultural crops. Contact Nick Morley
at Oakdene Hollins for further information.

REWARDS for you!

Funded by EEDA and the European Social Fund, the REWARDS (Region-wide access

to research and development support) project, based at Cranfield University but serving

the needs of six counties, offers advice and practical help to any business, research

centre or university that wants to strengthen its R&D and innovation capability.

“R&D is vital to the future prosperity of the EEDA region.” said Project Manager lain

McKechnie. “Through the REWARDS project, we are able to provide information and

support for regional businesses and researchers in respect of Framework 6 and other

EU programmes, to enable the region's SMEs and larger businesses to strengthen their position with regard
to European and global market development and to facilitate partnerships between companies in the East
of England and those elsewhere in the EU.”
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Useful contacts:

REWARDS

To take advantage of the Region-
Wide Access to Research and
Development Support, visit the
website http:\\www.rewards-
eu.info, call the REWARDS team
free on 0800 328 8485, or email
rewards@cranfield.ac.uk

LUTON/EPSRC

To discuss how your company can
reduce its R&D costs, please contact
Andrew Callard, Projects Director
on 01582 489291 or email
andrew.callard@luton.ac.uk

BUSINESS LINK

BL Bedfordshire & Luton is fully
committed to support for local
innovation and can provide advice
to businesses, inventors and
innovators to help with the full
exploitation of ideas. Email
info@chamber-business.com or
telephone 0845 850 8822.

BHR SOLUTIONS

For information on ‘Timbertherm’,
immobilised catalysts, or a range
of other projects including a
nanotechnology formulation
project with FP6, and a fuel cell
system gasket development with
the Carbon Trust, contact Mike
Butcher by email on
mbutcher@bhrgroup.co.uk

CARBON TRUST

For the Low Carbon Innovation
Programme (LCIP) and the Carbon
Vision programme, visit
www.thecarbontrust.co.uk/carbo
ntrust/low_carbon_tech/

ST JOHN'S
TECHNOLOGY
CENTRE (EEIRC)

If you would like to promote your
technologies via the Innovation
Relay Centre Network, email
innovation-east@stjohns.co.uk or
telephone 01223 421117.
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New DTI funding for collaborative research and development

In response to a clear message from businesses that their business support offerings were unfocused and
difficult to understand and access, DTI has radically restructured the way that it supports businesses. All
existing schemes have been replaced with a suite of ten new business support ‘products’. In developing the
new products, the DTI has captured the very best from the current schemes and streamlined the support
offered in the future. New products are being developed in accordance with key drivers of productivity;
innovation, enterprise and best practice, and investment, to ensure that they make a real impact on the
businesses which use them and on the economy as a whole.

In future, any DTI support for collaborative R&D programmes in priority areas of science and
technology will be covered by the new product, ‘Support for collaborative research and
development’. Visit www.dti.gov.uk/technologyprogramme for further information.
There is also a new web-based Business Support Directory (visit www.businesslink.gov.uk) that allows access
to information on all of DTI’s business support as well as selected information about support available from
other Government departments.

Carbon Trust/Low Carbon Innovation Programme

The Carbon Trust funds the development of energy-efficient processes and products. The LCIP gives out
R&D grants and makes equity investments, and the Carbon Vision programme with the EPSRC puts £14m
into universities, but they are aware that they need far more people to come forward to turn ideas into
deployable technological businesses. Therefore they are setting up a wide range of incubation projects to
which they can provide match funding for revenue support for up to £300k a year each.

University of Luton and the EPSRC to give extra R&D
assistance to Eastern region companies

Over the last two years, the University of Luton has had great success in winning funding for the Eastern
region to help SMEs advance their research and development projects. This year, the University has been
invited by EEDA to bid for further funding to help more SMEs reach their full potential. The funding award
enables top-level students to combine research for SMEs with their PhD studies in the physical or engineering
sciences, which includes the application of IT and computing to business problems.

An example of a beneficiary from this funding is PhD student Geoff Boulton, who has been working under
this scheme for the past year in collaboration with IT and telecoms company ComputaCall. John Parkinson,
ComputaCall's Managing Director explained: “I had an idea for a service that | wanted to develop and offer
our customers but budget and time constraints meant | wasn't able to take the project any further. | then
approached the University and found out that funding was available and that we could take on this project
which would not have been possible under normal circumstances. It is running well, Geoff is creating real,
practical business opportunities for me and | am helping him to complete a commercially focused PhD.”

Contact us for a confidential discussion about how technology transfer can help you move forward.
Complete the form below and either post or fax it back to us. Or email nick.morley@oakdenehollins.co.uk
and he will contact you to discuss how we can help you.

Please post or fax this form back to Nick Morley (contact details overleaf)

Your name Nature of your enquiry

Job title

Company name and address

Phone
Fax

Email (please print)




